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Téma: English Literature Activity Builder

TASK 1:

The Canterbury Tales: STUDENT TEAM WORK (argumentation, internet-skills)

Students are divided into two teams: team 1 studies the website of the “The Canterbury Tales” and prepares a short summary of this tourist attraction recommending it to others (students use the chart bellow); team 2 studies the website as well but its task would be to argue against visiting this place + give reasons why; both teams have approx. 15-20 mins to prepare for the discussion; members of each team take turns in presenting their views/arguments (and fill the other “half” of the table); discussion itself: 10-15mins; conclusion: summary of pros and cons

	team 1: arguments FOR
	team 2: arguments AGAINST

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


TEACHERS: can help the teams by providing tips (location: centreXfar? target groups: young peopleXadults? special effects? anything to learn thereXjust amusement? good price+discounts? any reviews/opinions of visitors? etc.), might distribute a list of useful expressions (agreeing/disagreeing, contrasting, point of view etc.) for the discussion (see bellow)

LIST OF USEFUL discussion EXPRESSIONS

· In my experience…

· As far as I'm concerned…

· Speaking for myself…

· In my opinion…

· Personally, I think…

· I'd say that…

· I'd suggest that…

· I'd like to point out that…

· I believe that…

· What I mean is…

· It is thought that...

· Some people say that...

· It is considered...

· It is generally accepted that...

· Of course.

· You're absolutely right.

· Yes, I agree.

· I think so too.

· That's a good point.

· Exactly.

· I don't think so either.

· So do I.

· I'd go along with that.

· That's true.

· Neither do I.

· I agree with you entirely.

· That's just what I was thinking.

· I couldn't agree more.

· That's different.

· I don't agree with you.

· However…

· That's not entirely true.

· On the contrary…

· I'm sorry to disagree with you, but…

· Yes, but don't you think…

· That's not the same thing at all.

· I'm afraid I have to disagree.

· I'm not so sure about that.

· I must take issue with you on that.

· It's unjustifiable to say that...

*knowledge/skills: students learn common “website” expressions and language, they are able to look up important information and use it in argumentation; students use agreement/disagreement expressions and vocabulary to contrast their views

TASK 2:

Chasing Crusoe/The Robinson Crusoe Island: Fiction and facts (worksheet fill-in)/ Connecting literature with contemporary life and issues (listening and discussion) A. Chasing Crusoe

STUDENTS 1. discuss possible sources of inspiration for literary work (where might the author draw inspiration from? what might have made him write his/her piece?); what did Defoe base his story on? 


        2. fill in the missing information in the table (use: “Chasing Crusoe” project: “Introduction”); KEW WORDS only

	A. Selkirk vs. R. Crusoe
	FACT
	FICTION

	location


	
	

	length of time
	
	

	how they were marooned


	
	

	life on the island


	
	

	how rescued?


	
	

	life after rescue?


	
	



          3. group work: each group has one assigned topic from the “Defoe’s Island” section (=Shipwrecked/Crusoe’s Cave House/Country Estate/Hand Hewn Boats), watches/listens to the presentation, takes notes and presents the key information to other groups; students use key words only and fill it in the table

	Shipwrecked
	Crusoe’s Cave House
	Crusoe’s Country estate
	Hand Hewn Boats

	
	
	
	


         4. Play the “Marooned” Trivia Game! (1 or 2 players)

B. The Robinson Crusoe Island

STUDENTS: 1. Listen to the story of the island twice (if too difficult, use the text bellow to follow the speaker)



2. Answer/discuss the following questions:

· What happened in 2006? Who travelled to the island? why? 

· What happened in 2010? What was the result?

· Can you see possible connections to Robinson Crusoe story? Can you name some similarities X differences of the two situations? How might literature have changed the lives of the students and the island’s inhabitants? Can you give other examples of (real-life) situations similar to that of Robinson? 

TASK 3:

Pride&Prejudice

STUDENTS: Speaking

Watch the short video and try to answer the following questions:

1. Describe the setting (scene - where, when, circumstances, accompanying music etc.)

2. Describe the characters (appearance, feelings and emotions, body language etc.)

3. Re-tell the episode in your own words (why has Darcy come to meet Elizabeth? what was his torment? what’s Elizabeth’s reaction? what does she blame him for? what’s the outcome of their conversation?)

4. Imagine the follow-up of the scene (it does not have to follow the original - use your imagination and hints provided in the video)

TEACHER: might provide helpful vocabulary and reveal the development of the story in Austen’s book

(key words): rainy, dismal, cold, bridge, hill, shelter, (melo)dramatic, serious, sensual, untidy, internal conflict, misunderstanding, heated argument, passion versus rationality, suppressed feelings, proposal, accept one’s hand, refusal, blame for, accuse of, ruin the prospects, inferiority, against one’s better judgement, sarcasm, marriage 

(plot review): the Bennet sisters (5) are still unmarried and their limited income does not improve their prospects; however Mr. Bingley and his friend Mr. Darcy appear on the scene and Elizabeth’s sister falls in love with Bingley; Darcy is cautious and suspicious but he cannot help but fall in love with Elizabeth; when he proposes she refuses, however, as he points out her inferiority (social status) and she also hates him for being arrogant and ruining the relationship between his friend and Jane; there is also Mr. Whickham who tells her of Darcy’s terrible behaviour towards him; Bingley and Darcy leave the neighbourhood and the Bennets are quite desperate - Elizabeth as well as she receives a letter from Darcy which explains a lot and she starts to think of him differently; after some time the couples come back together, Bingley proposes to Jane, she accepts, and Darcy to Elizabeth (the 2nd time) and she also accepts (knowing that Darcy has saved family’s reputation by making Wickham marry her younger sister Lydia who had run away with him)

TASK 4:

Oscar Wilde

STUDENTS: Reading, translating and discussing (group/pair work)

1. Quickly scann through the quotations (about 30 of them) and mark those that catch your attention.

2. Choose 5 “top” quotations that you like and translate them into Czech or: mark key words and paraphrase the quote

3. Explain the meaning of the quotations and offer your interpretation + opinion (agree? disagree? why?)

4. Your partner(s) offer their opinions as well and you can discuss the matter further

TEACHER: can also take part and choose a couple of quotations that seem most interesting to her/him; they can present them as examples

Téma: English Literature Activity Builder/Waste land

STUDENTS: 1. brainstorming and comparison

· when was T.S. Eliot’s Wasteland published? what were the circumstances then (historical/cultural context)? why “wasteland” - what feelings prevailed in the “modernist” generation that were reflected in their works? how could this be similar/different to the situation of people and artists in 2010? Can we make some parallels or connections? 



   2. watch the video on Waste Land (2010) by Lucy Walker and fill in the missing information: 

· What the author/artist really wanted to do was to ......................the life of a group of people with the same material that they .................. with every day

·  Vik want to make portraits of the .................. pickers and then .........them. 

·  Music to this document was composed by .............

·  Name some (2-3) awards the documentary has won: 

· 

3. watch the video once more and read the description bellow:

· What does the director of the documentary highlight? 

· Who is Vik Muniz?

· Where did the “journey” start and where did it end? 

· What, do you think, means the phrase “to recycle ourselves”? 

